KJKUNOSUKE ONOYE IS A LADYLIKE GENTLEMAN  IJ3
red one, on under-blouse, otjubat^ and finally the
kimono held together by an obL Last of all came
a cumbersome wig which was put on very carefully
with the help of an assistant, The weight of a
kabuki wig, he said, is sometimes illogically given
as the reason why women are not employed in
kabuki companies.
The kabuki passed its heyday just before the
great earthquake of 1923, stated Kikunosuke and
some day oyama may cease to exist. Even the kabuki
itself, he fears, will become a cultural relic. He
pointed out that the many factors which make the
kabuki what it is are at the same time anachronisms,
The make-up is extreme and unnatural because in
the old days lighting was poor, Action and voice
also are unreal because the actors once had to
compete with street cries, so they say their lines
according to a certain emphatic rhythm. Crucial
actions are overemphasized and the habit of pos-
ing is prominent. Moreover, the tempo is slow
and cannot be speeded up. This makes the kabuki
unsuitable for motion pictures though a colour
film might improve matters. Not only do these
factors give the knbuki a distinctive personality but
also they make it an unnatural and highly visual
art. It is this very lack of realism which one day
may spell its doom, At present, the theatres are